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E N T E R T A I N I N G

the evidence is all around us—in the packs 
of designer labradoodles and puggles scampering 
around Green Lake, the abundance of high-end 
pet boutiques with provocative names such as 
High Maintenance Bitch, the recent push to let 
pooches inside restaurants and bars. 

Treating your puppy like one of the fam-
ily is not only acceptable but encouraged in 
Seattle—and it makes for a uniquely fun 
get-together. Consider it a new twist on Sunday 
brunch, a birthday party or a playful alternative 
for the not-quite-ready-for-a-baby-shower crowd. 
At the modern doggie party, humans have just 
as much fun as Spot. After all, what’s the point 
of outfitting your dog in designer duds if she 
doesn’t get to show off a little?  

Local designer and dog lover Jaime Irene, 
along with Phyllis and Bentley, her two Chinese 
cresteds, hosted our fido fête at their Queen Anne 

home. Jaime and her husband, Jack Kelly, own 
Caffe Ladro and co-own Bizzarro Italian Café 
in Wallingford, whose co-owner and head chef 
Mike Easton prepared the party’s people food. 

As with any party, you need to start with 
the guest list. In the same way that you would 
avoid inviting feuding girlfriends to a holiday 
get-together, don’t overlook dog dynamics if 
you want a successful (and peaceful) party. In 
choosing the number of guests, consider the 
demeanor of the dogs as well as the size of both 
the dogs and your home—I recommend capping 
the list at about six or seven friends and keeping 
the party to about an hour and a half or so. Too 
many pooches in your living room for too long 
would be fun, but only for the dogs.

Whether hound or human, everyone will 
appreciate a tasty menu. Rather than a sit-down 
meal for the two-legged crowd, I opted for 

DOG DAY AFTERNOON
Kelley L. Moore throws a fantastic party for her best friends—canine and otherwise 
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