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Sophistication and high 
style for an evening wedding 
reception can be achieved 
through simple means. 
Dress up tired ballroom 
chairs with “bustiers”—
tightly wrap the chair backs 
in crisp, richly colored 
ribbons—and then free 
up table space by pinning 
the place cards onto the 
ribbon on the back of each 
chair. To create a romantic, 
upscale setting, use a basic 
combination of tone-
on-tone shades in a deep 
palette, such as amethyst. 
Layer two tablecloths in 
likeminded shades, such as 
cranberry and plum, and 
pair them with jacquard 
napkins textured with 
metallic threads. Add small, 
non-obstructive glass votives 

with f lickering candles 
(battery-operated candles 
look the part, are safe and 
last all night), use gold-
rimmed glasses and plates, 
and splurge on a lush f loral 
centerpiece crafted with 
the same tones as the linens. 
Using a monotone palette 
with metallic accents pulls 
the look together in a high-
end fashion without having 
to spend extra money. On 
top of each place setting, add 
an elegant card detailing a 
story of your courtship on 
one side and a correlating 
picture on the other side. 
Give each guest at the table a 
different story and they can 
break the ice by sharing the 
funny, romantic and exciting 
moments of your relationship 
with each other.  U   

This page and opposite: Sixty-

inch-square table, gold Chivari 

ballroom chairs, burnished mesh 

candleholders, gold-banded 

goblets, stemmed wineglasses 

and flutes from AA Party Rentals. 

Athens gold dinner and salad 

plates, Copley flatware and Dover 

gold napkins from Pedersen’s 

Party Rentals. Double-sided 

satin ribbons, place cards 

and story cards from Suite 7 

Creative. Brushed-gold-finish 

chargers from Select Linens 

and Event Rentals. Eggplant 

soutache “Marcello” underlay 

and purple iridescent taf feta 

“Violet ta” overlay linens from Aria 

Style. Centerpiece bouquet of 

hydrangea; stock; ‘Cool Water’, 

‘Faith’, ‘Black Baccara’ and 

‘Quicksand’ roses, Phalaenopsis 

orchids, pluots, grapes, dianthus 

and mini calla lilies by Fleurish.

Engage your Guests

Stylish and 
Sophisticated
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